
tion of peritonitis at the point where the fistula was
made. No internal treatment was used in these cases
other than a careful regulation of the diet, and the
administration of acid phosphate.

The President, Dr. A. Jacobi, in commenting on
the paper, remarked that the procedure resorted to
by Dr. Caille' was an imitation of the method some-
times employed by nature in these cases, it was
not very uncommon to see in extensive ascites a
spontaneous fistula established at the linea alba, or,
more frequently, at the umbilicus, and he related an
instance of this kind which had not long since been
under his observation at the German Hospital. He
also related a case in which, after hearing of Dr.
Caillé's plan of procedure, he had inserted a drain-
age-tube in the same waythrough an artificial Opening
in the abdominal walls; and hi1 said thai he consid-
ered this likely lo form a very valuable addition to
our present modes of treatment. As to the medicinal
treatment of cirrhosis of the liver, there was one

agent in which he had by experience learned to place
considerable confidence in a certain proportion of

and that was mercury. it was well known
thai in many instances .the interstitial hepatitis was

only partial, instead of involving tin- entire extent of
the organ, just as was the case sometimes in inter-
stitial nephritis, myelitis and encephalitis. In altee
fections of this kind it was always a source of

.ilulaUon lo the practitioner to find they Were
of syphilitic origin, on account of the prospect that
relief would be afforded by appropriate treatment;
but he had now become satisfied that in non-syphilitic

also, if the troulile did not involve too large a

portion of the organ, there was often afair chance of
curing the patient by a course of mercurial treatment.
He had been taught to look with utter abhorrence
upon the use of mercury, and for many years he
never employed it at all in any form except in syph-
ilitic cases, on account of its supposed injurious
effects upon the system. Hut during the last ten or

fifteen years he had resorted to its administration with'
very good effect in the class of cases referred to. It
was necessary to select some preparation which could
be given in small doses and kept up for a prolonged
period, and he was in the habit of employing the bi-
chloride. This might be given, largely diluted, in
solution, but he preferred the pill form. One-thirtieth
of a grain three times a day was about the amount
that would usually be required, and the patient should
be instructed to use a chlorate of potash wash and
carefully watch the condition of his gums.

There has been quite a stirring up of dead bones
in the old State Medical Society, which held its an-
nual meeting in Albany on the 2d, 3d and 4th of
February, occasioned by the remarkable success and
the scientific interest of the first two meetings of the
energetic young State Association. Extra efforts
are made to secure a full gathering of the clans, and
the number of physicians in attendance, as well as

of the scientific papers, a fair proportion of which
were by men of prominence in the profession, was

unusually large. Among the papers was one read
by Lawson Tait, of Birmingham, on " Methods of
Diagnosis." The President, Dr. Albert Van der

Veer, of Albany, delivered the annual address in As-
sembly Chamber in the Capitol on Wednesday even-

ing, February 3d, taking for his subject "The Water
Supply of Cities and Villages," the conclusions ar-

rived at in which are the following: Water needed
for domestic purposes should be taken, first, by grav-
ity from mountain streams, lakes or springs; next, if
the former is not possible, provided the surroundings
are safe and proper in every respect, by the Gang
syphon driven wells; next by a system of storage, so

arranging the reservoirs that proper aeration can be
employed ; and, lastly, if necessity compels that it
must be taken from sources known to be polluted,
then a thorough system of filtration should be resort-
ed to, and the water be as completely oxygenated as

possible before' distribution.
The following officers were elected for the ensuing

year on ihe last davof the meeting: President, Dr.
W'm. S. Ely, of Rochester; Vice-President, Dr. Sol.
Van Etten, of Orange county; Secretary, Dr. Win.
Manlins Smith,of Onondagacounty; Treasurer, Dr.
Charles II. Porter, of Albany. The following hon-
orary members wen- also elected: Lawson fail,
F.R.C.S., Birmingham, England'; Dr. E. N. Hush, of
Philadelphia; Dr. James G. Richardson,-of Philadel-
phia; Dr. T. Hansen, of Copenhagen, Denmark.

I'. I!. P.

"THE STUDY OF MEDICINE AS A MEANS
OF EDUCATION."

To tue Editor ok tue Journal:
Dear Sir:—Allow me to say to your numerous

readers that the paper on " The Study of Medicine
as a means of Education," which you have honored
with an editorial criticism, (see Journal of January
9, 1886) was read only in abstract, the original paper
being much too long to be read in a limited period
of time or to be printed at my own expense. This
will account for the apparent disproportion of space
given to some features of the subject. Moreover,
the indirect method of argument has its disadvant-
ages; but it also has some advantages. As a literary
production the essay is certainly defective ; and yet
I have received several very complimentary letters in
relation to it from men in the highest positions in the
profession. There are yet a few copies for distribu-
tion among those who may be interested in the sub-
ject and who may apply to the undersigned.

In this connection permit me to add a word in re-
lation to the origin and mission of the American
Academy of Medicine in which the paper was read.
It was organized in Philadelphia in 1876, when the
State of Pennsylvania was grievously alllicted with
fraudulent medical schools; at a time too, when it
was impossible to obtain anything more, as a means
of protection, than bogus medical legislation. Thanks
to a daily newspaper, the Philadelphia Record, for
effecting, by the use of means known only lo the
secret service of the government, what the profession
was not able to do, though several attempts had been
made. And thanks to the Illinois Stale Board of
Health for a more systematic exposure of the nefari-
ous traffic in medical diplomas. It was organized,
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we say, when there was scarcely a ray of hope for
the profession in Pennsylvania; when there were at
least 2000 medical practitioners in the State, as
is shown by recent registration, who had either no
medical degree or had purchased one from these
schools; and what we have still to regret, is this, that
the greater part of them remain in our midst. It is
not too much to say that our legislature, our medical
societies, and our medical journals were under the
influence of these institutions and classes of practi-
tioners. A large representation of these were always
in our legislature, and they .assumed to know what
were the wants of the professsion and the people.
The exposure came, however, and they could no

longer face the odium. Other States were passing
through a similar experience, but certainly not so
shameful.

In the organization of the Academy under these
circumstances, it was thought best to require for mem-

bership at least one academic degree besides the de-
gree of doctor of medicine. Whether such degrees
may be invariably required will depend entirely upon
the majority in the Association. It may be truly said
that degrees, either literary or medical, have very
little signification, as regards mental capacity, educa-
tion or professional skill. This much, however, may
be said in their favor, that they are conferred by inde-
pendent groups of men representing institutions of
learning which have a reputation to maintain. Theyshould certainly not be made the only test for mem-

bership in an educated body of men. Those who have
passed creditable examinations in the army and navy,
and many others, should certainly be admitted.

The Academy would scarcely have a reason for an
existence were it not for the wide-spread evils to
which we have referred. It can never be more than
a help in the profession, and should be welcomed as
such. The encouragement of a higher standard in
which all its members may join, is its special work;
but there is no good reason why any topic pertaining
to medicine or to the medical profession should not
be discussed in it.

An objection may arise in the mind of some, that
the Academy is based upon "classical, scientific,
and literary schools" and courses of study in them.
This is indeed the fact; but it: is also true that oui-

profession is based upon these schools and courses
of study whether we recognize it or not. These
schools were formed by our fathers, and they simply
accepted the experience and judgment of educated
men in other countries than ours. It is plain that
young men must get their education in these institu-
tions, such as I hey are, or go without an education.
The medical student will never amount to much until
he has spent ten or twelve years at very faithful and
patient study at something! and 1 am shut up to the
conclusion that he had better spend //(///'this time in
classical, scientific, and literal)' schools in laying a

good foundation. With the permission of the Editor
of The Journal, I may some day express myself
more fully on these topics. Very truly,

R. LOWRY SlIillET, M.D.
Carlisle, Pá.. Feb. ti. 1886.
[It must' be apparent that we could not give our

correspondent credit for that portion of his paper
which was not printed; we naturally, presumed, that
we had the entire article before us when we wrote.
If the reader will turn to our editorial article in The
Journal of January 9, p. 43 et seq., it will be seen

that we have not criticized the objects of the Ameri-
can Academy of Medicine, but the requirement for
membership that the applicant must be a graduate of
an academic college. It will also be seen that we

did not criticize the literary merits of the article, nor
can we agree with the author that it is "certainly
defective " from a literary point of view. Our whole
criticism was leveled at the pernicious doctrine that
a man must have a classical education, and a diploma
from a classical college, before he is fit for the study
of medicine (or any other profession). Our corres-

pondent's article, as it came to us, contained no
mention of the value of "classical, scientific, and
literary schools ;" it referred to classical schools only.
And while it mentioned the value of mathematics
and the languages, it contained no reference to the
value of scientific studies. It is not entirely correct
to say that "classical, scientific, and literary schools
.... were founded by our fathers." Our fathers

and grandfathers founded classical schools, but none
which deserve the names "scientific" or "literary."
Nor have our fathers (or we) " accepted the expe-
rience and judgment of educated men in oleler coun-

tries than ours." Their dogmas have been accepted
without question, along with much bad judgment,
and lliose of us who pin our faith to classical studies
are flying in the face of experience instead of accept-
ing it, for, unfortunately, having experience and be-
ing guided by it are very different matters. We will
be pleased to have Dr. Sibbet give his views on these
topics at any time.—Ed.]

THE RECENT MEETING OF THE PHILADEL-
PHIA COUNTY MEDICAL SOCIETY.

To the Editor oe the Journal:
Dear Sir:—In the issue of your journal for Janu-

ary 30, your Philadelphia correspondent enters some-
what fully into the history of the last business meeting of
the Philadelphia County Medical Society. 1 fe speaks
of "the informally presented candidates." Now in or-

der I hat it may lie fully understood how nominations for
delegates from this Society lo the American and State
.Medical Societies are made, 1 will quote part of Art.
XII, Section IV of the liy-Laws which reads as

follows : "At the stated meetingin June, a committee
of five members shall be constituted, two of whom
shall be appointed by the President, and the remain-
ing three elected by ballot, which shall be called the
nominating committee. At the stated meeting in
October, this committee shall present a ticket of
candidates for election to the different delegations of
the Society."

This committee was constituted in the manner pre-
scribed by the lly-Laws, and made their report at the
staled meeting of the Society in October, which re-

port was accepted. The "informally presented can-

didates" which your correspondent speaks of, were

nominated in secret caucus by a self-constituted com-
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